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Thatsame year, U Ford Motor Company business success R
mtroduced the fiest Model T The 20" century and avision lo b L,

Was 0n 15 Wiy provide even

o services, Roy
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the alley,

connecting i fo the
main store with an ;
overhend walbosyy

Their business prospered wntl] 1913 when fire
struck the restaueant mext door. Despite the Wellsboso
Fire Depariment’s best effors, Dunbam's procery store
wa Leudly clanmapesl. The determined young couple
operabed fram 2 lemporary location on Bt
: Avennie, tore doan the damaged structure sl
o rebuil
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The anea was rich with dairy During Wasld Wi 1, Boy look advantape of ’-_ﬁe,‘-f?u
producls, s Roy created an outle for Iocal the train service through toan, “Grandpa D packed FRASNAR

caps and poullry, He soon became one bty and epes Inthe boscars mod set e to Mew York

o ofthe Jargest shippers of Tive Gity,” explained grandson John Dunham. *[e supplicd
By 'y s pouliry and fresh - restaurans with egps and the NY Police Department with hay
L epps, much of it through _ for their horses, He also supplied maple syeop e seveeal New

York sestaurits, inclucing the Alpempin Holel,

Toukary, the former feed store hovses Dunham's Do-I Center g8
- and Dunbam's Pumilune.

[aach yezr e Wellshono anea

draws lens of thousands of visitors to
s Lhe Penngylvania Grand Cingon
stnul the Tall folizawge, They come o
boat, ke, hune, ski, eaft |
and fish - and shop g .

s kil World Wi 11 when gasoling
= and e sationing put the brkes on
the rolling store,

g 101 1932, Ry uml Framk teak
Sor  on the huge task of builiding the peesent 5 ArTiahans!

2 three story department store, o many it S8 A o John siid, “the tourists are
spermed] like w risky vendure, Tt was b the beight gf_;lj\%\ teeatee] Jike everyone clse = like family”

1;-1 of the Depression, “Everpone sitid Grandpi
.x) When Ray died in 1937, his son, Frank,

wils foolish to build It during the

eureer he made buckalet pancake Qous, donuts, petato chips,
nuLyongise, peanut hutles, reasted peanuts and coflee,” The
b, Donbeims still bavee some of e equipment Frank usad in

b these processes. The coffee prinder, from Rey's eea, is on
display i the coffes shop. The peanut roaster is usal
every et ducing Dickens of 2 Christmzs.

LnwsvECing commitment to the
Wellshom communily. [
1938, the first Lawrel Festival
wils held, [0 g every yiear and
continues b grow. Drawing
visilors [rom =enms e coundry, $RE
SR the Laure] Festival celebrates.
% Tinga Countys natural besawly
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& J"f‘j_‘; The Laurel Festival

e bocame the anchoe for pear-
. mound tewrism dride,
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L A And Dunham’s

“1 S0 % Department Slor wis

sy - J Wellsboro's anchor seall cutlet.
A

Jimezand Joln expanded the departient sione
into the geocery huildiog 10 include a larger area for
arecting ciurls and shoes, In 1994 the basement was
reanewdeled fo create the Junior Department,

---------

AMlwesys lonking for wiys o cxpaml he
Lssiness and better seeve weir gnowing ¢lientele, in
1985 Jodn and Jim oversaw the construction of the boilding that nos
holds the men's and slvee departments and the caffee shop, This allowed for the o,
expraunsion of U grecting cards and the addition of wifls, 1

"Wetve alwags hal projects ywing o keep up-ta-date,” Jobm sil, -

I July 3006, Jobu znd Naney purchesed U store from Jin, Their dagdies
A juined the epeeation, beceoing the fourth generation t conline the Bunham
Ermly Jepacy:

I 2003 the Dunbhams redesigeed he childeens and
Lingerie depariments on ihe second ooe. They als
upudited te display windoes.

While they swe continually updating wod
refurbishing, the inpasant things rmain
unchmpedl,

Diueruin’s Deparimcnt stose, in design nd
ittrnsplaere, evikes the slower pace and persoaaliasd
strvioe of L mid 207 contury department stores. Shoppers
sl show abean when they emee Use stome and inoar
threphy e men's and shoe store, ioda the Bright greeting canl wxd
gift area, then onto (e women’s departrment. Sore g up 2 light of
stairs 10 the children's clothing and toys, or down a fight ta e

Jundor department. When they pet tired, they take aseal in the coffee
sl for - sawdwicl, homemade soup, colfee, and walch the passing
tralfic on Main S,
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7 Depression,” Nancy Durndum s, 4 took over the handwase, milling aperation and
"But he said that’s when paople need farm supply departments, Fannie continued e —— =
jols the most," operae the office, A:.- e
The Dunhams' business sonse By ol working wilh Beindware, His son Frank Joved fosl. -5 -"5": 5 :
dlid rat et Wuenm oy, nor dicl thedr " bowed the process of making ool Jolo explainsd. "Thring his

He e a2 fareer
St fogr o Feacher,
Less thiaun lwo weeks
after President Theodore Bonsevelt was
inaugurated for his second leom s president,
| Koy ). and Fannie Treat Dunham code into
" Wellsharo in 2 horse and bugpy, They wanted to try their
; ':I hand at business and bought a hallinterstin a procery store
gramid by Roy's uncle, W, A Hammond,

. o - Three
3 t 0 Theiellsboes streets were dirt and mostof the il
i, transporlation was still horse-drawn, The Fall Brook Railway 1 yers after their aival, the
' ran through lown, taking residents'to Elrll?;'ra,:'@'llﬁ:uuspml : young Dunham couple bought
‘wdﬂm”fk City: s 1ammond's interest and became

sole owners. They expanded the
groeery store to include
farm supplies,
crockery,
L and
{obacen.

Six yeses sufter U Gire, the June 1919 food
thevastuted Wellshoro and the store suffered major
water damape.  Undswmled, Boy and Faonie
parrclizsznl 2 building whese the coffee

the hirdasire sione
& sl U e sugply
Tasiness.

shop i o becited, and expandssd the dry [haring the
pootls and clothing depirtmenls, They Depression
marmed e entine operation Tanham’s Ready By and
Pay Store, Frank als
creataid the
Al U 1909 Mol the baccanent of the il

grocery skore was usal mainly for grocery starage,
sorling poliees snd compressors b conl
mfrigerated cases in the grocery upstains.

“Rolling Stone,” a
ilificd 1rock that carried procerics,
doy goods, hankasms and candy. A Jol

Having overcoms fire and rin, the Dunhiams ser o of farmers and athes Funilies in the

albanet 1o Jet the Gresil, Depression stop theen. In 1929 he couple arca laed o weay of getting 1o town,” e
e the handwan: slon: Johnsaid. 5o Grandpa 1 and G
on Waln Street. =il loak Dunhans o Mt o G

T Row loved hardware,

Thelr son, Frank, joinad
them in 1929, and Koy devited
st of liis lirme o operating,

.....

I3 1952 the Tl stome was expanded to Pear Strect,
adding a line of building materials along with the
G suppelics.

Traring th period, the third | h
apnertion of Dunhans began

-

In My 1970, while wasking in the office,

. Fannie Dunlveo Decsoe i1 o diccd 0w
B mesd el just amonth efore Ber 90"
i, birtldy:

=X I 1573 Pramk clossd e grocers
store epesatlon. Followlng his love of
pecple and foud, be vsed his business
ikents sicross Mo Stroet wheee he
opeeated the Arcadia Theatre and Penn
Wells Hodel until bis death in 1975,

taking crver e family business, n =5
1953, Frank's abdest son Jim

assurned mansgement of the ‘
department store ppetations.

Jim's brether John joined in 1961, Youngest brothes
B jeined in 1966 and has operied Tonbam’s

Furmituee ever since. 5 sl B
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I 1968 the Teord store was converled (o hoase the e = | ":- = 4 -1 | -'-Il.'_ Iﬁ o e ,.’.‘...i:.
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Where Ly ard Fannie Iunham

el fare, wadter s Uhe exconeeny, the
current genertdons have prevailod
apaiingd 21 larger force — the chanaing
retal] soene sy Trom downtown ol
ils mkin streets. Dundim's i one of
the st indepornently caowal
departrent stares in the 510 s not
anly surviving Lol Dirving, Much al it
i beeause the Dunhams nsstence on
femsnnalizad merchandising, On
|!||]:.'| g Lripe Lo Mew York Czly seni nlher
mirkets, they chovse fashions based on
(ee: tastes ol thedr costomers sl offer
aquility merchanedise at fair prices,

Over (e vears, everyone in the |
Tarnily has worked inthe sleve |
some time. Frank’s wile,
Mhereraks, Doughl women's
fashions Fer moee than 25 years,
Jim's wite, Midmwm, mansaaed the
clilldren’s depstrlinent For more
Th 13 veqrs, Jimns chibdren, Jim,
Peter, Tewoe o Jody, sl Jabim's
dlaughters, Ellen and don, all wrapped gifts o
Chrismes, ws well as vaorking after scheal or summers.

The Durnlvam's “extemded Bunily” is one of its most imporant
sisgels, Many asseciales hive worbsad at Dunlam's for moee Qv 25
yees, Three associales gve mone U 50 years of senvice.

I ey Legler from
o Facey, Fannie Dunham's Memoirs
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